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in German finances, were all thorns in the flesh of the
N.S.D.A.P.
For this party of disintegration feared nothing more than
the return of peaceful and orderly relations in the German
Reich. Thereby the party would have lost its demagogic
catchwords, its millions of supporters and its claims to
power. Thus it was only natural that Rohm could easily
come to an understanding with Schleicher to overthrow
Briining.
The introduction of Herr von Papen as candidate, a
proposal which was made to Rohm by Schleicher, was not
unpleasing to the National Socialists. Hitler, Strasser and
Rohm also believed that this unknown and inexperienced
politician would be a plaything for the forces of the Reichs-
wehr and the N.S.D.A.P.
Until this date the N.S.D.A.P. had unconditionally fought
with all its resources against every German Government.
National Socialism believed that only in opposition could
it come to the top in a state shaken to its foundations by an
economic crisis. For every measure for the creation of
order must take its toll of victims, and consequently be
unpopular. Every one of these measures could therefore
be profitably ridiculed by the National Socialist Party, and
played off against the Government This was the more
easy at that time because the National Socialists had not
yet to fear that they themselves would have to take over the
Government
Now, however, the unusual happened. In a memorable
conference of Schleicher and Rohm with Hindenburg's son,
Colonel Oskar von Hindenburg, Rohm made a declaration
on behalf of his party. This was that, in the event of Dr.
Briining's fall, the National Socialists would support a
Papen Government.
This practically decided Dr. Briirung's fate. All that was
to be done now was to await the appropriate moment for
formally wrecking the cabinet of the last democratic chan-
cellor of the German Reich,